A. Testimonia 


4. 

Asea/'Aoea 


i. Ancient 
Strabon vii.343 

pel 5c [6 'AAcpcio<;] ck icov amcox? xoncov, gov rat 6 Exopooxo^ 
KaAcTxou 5c 'Aoca. 

"It [the Alpheios] flows from the same regions as the Eurotas, that is from 
a place called Asea." 

Pausanias viii.27,3 

noActc; 5c xooodSc rjoav onooocc^ ujxo xc npoSupto^ kou Sick to c'x0o<; to 
AaiccSoapcmcov noapt5a<; acptatv ovoot<; ckAijtcTv cnaSovxo ot 
"Apic(k5c<;- 'AAca, IlaAAavxtov, Eviouot, Zoupoactov, 'Aaca, ncpoa0cT<;, 
'EAtaacbv, 'OpcaScxatov, Amoaa, AvKmoe xauxac; pcv Ik MoavaAou' 

"The following were the cities which the Arkadians were persuaded to 
abandon through their zeal and because of their hatred of the 
Lakedaimonians, in spite of the fact that these cities were their homes: 
Alea, Pallantion, Eutaia, Soumateion, Asea, Peraitheis, Helisson, 
Oresthasion, Dipaia, Lykaia; these were cities of Mainalos." 

B. The Site (fig. 9) 
i. Identification 

The site of Asea has been identified since the time of Gell (1817) 
and today no controversy surrounds its location. The ancient town 
occupied the ground on and around the natural hill situated in the 
territory of the modern village of Kalo Asea. Eric Holmberg (1944) 
published an analysis of his excavations there, from which he concluded 
that the city of Asea continued to maintain an independent existence of 
its own as a town well beyond Epaminondas’ attempt to bui-lt 
Megalopolis, by amalgamating forty nearby Arkadian towns. In 
accordance with the pottery found at the site he concluded that after the 
beginning of settlement in Neolithic times there occured two gaps in the 





Fig. 9. Boreion Oros-Asea. 



















long use of of the hill: the Archaic and Roman periods. 

of the . archaeol °S ical evidence for the chronological limits 

several fac S is 0 r C el P , atl0n ’ “ by lhe excava *>«« of Holmberg, 

several facts relating to ns spatial extent may be deduced from the 

~r ;r ation of the — ^ « are ex £ “ 

dications of the importance of Asea in classical antiquity and a 
consideration of the size of the excavated hill can only lead to the logical 
»clu S ,„„ Chat it did no, have che surface area ,o contain su h a la™ 

0 on r„°f h n i “, “ ' ha ‘ ° f A “ a ' ™ s ^ges.s ■Ha. the a! 

below Ch h iU oT l T ° f Pea “ m " S1 haVe eXtended eith " "ell 
OW the hill, or on higher ground toward Boreion Oros, to the North 

" lac, we are now aide ,o snggesi. having a, our d isposa a 

topograph,eal knowledge of che entire plain of Asea chat h n in 

rrrrr morc ihan ihc Akrop ° ,is ° f *«*» 

reached almo! ? 7 '° Wn ' “ iS prol,able 11,111 lh « Asean community 
eached almost to the top of Boreion Oros to the North, while it mosl 

ertamly circled the defensive walls of the hill in the plain The 

bundance of burial remains discovered by the local inhabftants in the 

the nl C thC PCak ° f Boreion Oros and the hill of the akropolis in 
the plain along with traces of water pipes in the vicinity of the chapel of 

Ayios Nikolaos clearly support our conclusions about the limits of the site 
ii. Remains 

a) Hill of Ancient Asea / Kdio Asea 

the toD C a“e 0 a lmb r 8 ^ PartS of lhc wal1 a ™nd the hill as well as 

the top area. Two public buildings - one on top of the hill which 

as wen'asT T'V 0 *** '*** * ~ P ° ssibiy ° f Helle ™tic date, 

Rmn r “ a,S ° ° f Hellcnis tic date can be seen today 

also found.' ^ C °‘ nS ’ ^ ^ lamPS pr ° bably of Hellenistic date were 

Pottery: Neolithic, extensive EH(Mcss), MH(Holm), LH(BIeg) PC 
Geometric, Hellenistic. 

b) Ayios Nikolaos , village of Asea (formely Kdntreva). 

Water pipes and worked blocks with marble pieces can be seen in 
the area South and West of the homonymous hill. A cistern (9) Wls ' 
unc-overed bv the locals immediately to the South East of the chapel of 


Ayios Nikolaos. On the lower part of the North West slopes of the same 
hill a burial site has been known by the locals for some time as is shown 
by the illicit digging evident in that area. 

Pottery: LHfBleg), Archaic, Classical, Hellenistic, and Roman. 




















5. 

Eutaia / Emata 


A. Testimonia 

i. Ancient 

Xenophon, Ilellenika vi.5,12 

6 5c "AycotAao<;, end cycvcio ocmh id Stapoarpta, ci)0i)<; cx^pa cm 
iriv ApicaSiav. icoa KoaaAapdv noAtv opopov otiaav Ei3xou.av, Koa 
cupcov ciccT xotj<; pcv npcopuicpoix; Koa xd<; yuvouicoa; icoa xoxx; jxouSoo; 
oticouvxac; cv xod<; ohriouq... koll cncoicoSopa 5c xo icTxo<; auxcov. 

Agesialaos, when his sacrifices at the frontier proved favourable, 
immediately proceeded to march against Arkadia. And having occupied 
Eutaia, a city on the border, where he found the older men, the women, 
and the children living in their homes... and he repaired the city wall." 

Xenophon, Ilellenika vi.5,20 

6 5c AypotAcyo^ icoa pdAa pouAopcvoc; dndyctv xo aipdicopa, Koa yap 
rjv pcaoc; x^pcov, opco^ ck hi micpavc xpeu; npepode;, ou noAi) dnexcov 
irjc; Mavitvcmv noAcax;, oncoc; pr) Soicotp epopoupevoc; anci)5ctv ipv 
dcpoSov. xrj 5c xcxdpip npco dptaxonotpadpevo^ dnpyev ax; 
axpaxoncScoadpcvo*; cv0ancp xo npcoxov dno irjc; Emoaac; c!;6pppxo. 
cnct 5c ou5ct<; ccpoavcio xcov 'AptcdScov, rjyc if)\? xdxtaxpv d<; xpv 
Euxoaav... 

"Agesilaos, even though he wanted to lead back his army - because it was 
the middle of winter - he nevertheless remained there for three days, not 
far from the city of the Mantineians, so that he would not appear to be 
in a hurry to depart out of fear. Early on the fourth day he began to 
march home, with the apparent intention of camping at the place where 
he had originally done so on his departure from Eutaia. However, since 
none of the Arkadians appeared, he continued in haste his march to 
Eutaia..." 

Stephanos of Byzantion, s.v. Euxoaa 

Emoaa, jxoAk; 'ApKaStoo;, xo c0vocov Euxoacix;. 

"Eutaia, an Arkadian town, the nationality being called Eutaieus." 







Fig. 10. The Site of Eutaia. 
























Pausanias viii.27,3 

noteiq 5e ToooaSc rjootv onooa^ uno xe npo9u|ia<; rat 3tot to ex6o? to 
Aotic£5oa|iovt(ov notxptSoti; ocptatv ouaotg ekMjizTv cndeovio ot 
^ApraSec;-^ AAra, notAAotwov, Euxottot, Zoupoaeto'v, ’Aora, nspoaGet'i', 
EAtaawv, OpcoSototov, Atnottot, Auratot- xotoxot^ pcv etc MatvotAou 

"The following were the cities which the Arkadians were persuaded to 
abandon through their zeal and because of their hatred of the 
Lakedaimonians, in spite of the fact that these cities were their homes: 
Alea, Pallantion, Eutaia, Soumateion, Asea, Peraitheis, Elelisson, 
Oresthasion, Dipaia, Lykaia; these were cities of Mainalos." 

ii. Modern 

LEAKE, 1846: 31,33, placed it at Ambelaki. 

LORING, 1895: 50, placed it at Lianou. 

BURS1AN, 1872: 229, placed it at Lianou. 

HITZIG-BLUMNER, 1907: 1, 207 placed it at Pidna. 

FRAZER, 1913: 394, simply follows LORING. 

PRITCHETT, 1982: 54, placed it at Lianou. 

PIKOULAS, 1988: 70, placed it at Lianou. 

B. The Site (fig. 10) 

The site of Eutaia occupied, it seems, a vast area. The Western 
limit may be placed in the vicinity of the church of Ayia Varvara, while 
the Easternmost limit must lie on the last slopes in the direction of Mount 
Ayios Konstand/nos which rises immediately South of the village of 
Lianou (Pll. 9.1-9.2). On the summit of the mountain Loring noticed 
traces of fortification walls, which may still be seen today descending 
both of the more approachable sides of the mountain. It seems that the 
Southern slopes of the mountain were considered unapproachable on foot 
and so were not fortified. Loring reported ruins of a small chapel on the 
peak of the mountain, but the remains there suggest as more probable the 
existence of a signal tower or at least a guard post; a chapel is to be 
found, however, lower down. Agesilaos’ fortification of Eutaia is well 
known, and we are obliged to consider the possibility that these wall 
remains are those which were built in haste in 370 B.C. The question is 
not, however, easily decided since there is a noticeable absence of pottery 
from that period in the vicinity. The wall itself seems rather 


irresponsibly built, a fact which perhaps accounts for its poor condition 
today. A positive identification of the wall as the fortifications 
constructed by Agesilaos might be thought to raise the possibility that the 
peak of Ayios Konstandinos was in fact the akropolis of the community 
of Eutaia. This could not, however, be the case primarily because of the 
long and strenuous climb the population would have had to endure before 
entering safe ground. With that consideration in mind we can conclude 
that the permanent fortification of Eutaia had to be located at a much 
lower level on the Northern slopes of Oros Ayios Konstandmos. 

ii. Remains 

Marble pieces and Roman coins in the possession of the inhabitants 
and an abundance of architectural remains around the church of Ayia 
Varvara (which, according to Loring, was built in marble as well - . 
although today it has been reconstructed) can be seen. 

Pottery: EH(Mess), MH(Holm), LH(Bleg), Arch(Pik), Classical, Hellenistic, 
Roman, Byzantine. 



















6 . 

Pegai / FlriYca 

A. Testinionia 

i. Ancient 

Pausanias viii.44,3 

XraStot )q Sc ooov jtcvtc ocno 'Aaca<;, too "AAcpctoao pcv oAiyov omo xrj<; 
oSou, iot3 5c Eupcora nap' onoinv ccrnv f] nrjyn ir]v o5ov npo^ ic xo5 
"AAcpctoG xfj nriyfj vcvoc; xc Mriipoc; 0c6ov cgtiv oak cxcov opocpov tcoa 
Acovicc; A(0ou 5uo ncnotrpcvot. 

"Some five stades from Asea are the sources of the Alpheios and the 
Eurotas, the former a little distance from the road, the latter just by the 
road itself. Near the sources of the Alpheios are a temple of the Mother 
of the Gods without a roof, and two lions made of stone." 

Strabon viii.3,12 

pci 5' ck icov auicov xoncov, gov kou 6 Eopcoxap KaAcuoa 5c "Aaca, 

"it [the Alpheios] flows from the same regions as the Eurotas, that is, 
from a place called Asea." 

Hesykhios, Lexikon 

Acovxcto^ nopo^ 6 "AAcpcioc; icodBoit cm ioa<; nr\yocT<; amoo Acovicov 
ctScoAa acp[5poiat 

Alpheios is considered the lion’s crossing on account of the fact that at its 
sources have been placed statues of lions. 

ii. Modern 

Many scholars in the last twocenturies have been unanimous in 
locating the source of the Eurotas at Me gale Vrysi and that of the 
Alpheios at Phrankovryso : 


GELL, 1817: 97, 137. 

BOBLAYE, 1836: 173. 

LEAKE, 1830: 84, II 46,; 1846 36-43. 





BURSIAN, 1872: 187, 227. 

EXPEDITION, 1838: 404. 

HITZIG-BLUMNER, 1907: 1, 279. 

LORING, 1895: 33. 

FRAZER, 1913: 415-417. 

PiKOULAS, 1988: 57, 58. 

Some have discussed a possible temple near by: 

BURSIAN, 1872: 227. 

CURTIUS, 1852: 260. 

FRAZER, 1913: 417, 41 viii. 

B. The Site 

i. Identification 

There is a great possibility that Arkadia was the home of a cult of 
Rhea. From Pausanias (viii.8,2) we learn that, according to the 
Arkadians, Rhea gave birth to Poseidon in Arkadia and even named a 
spring after her son in the region of Tegea. The proposal of the Greek 
philosopher Khryssippos (3rd century B.C.) who suggested that 'Peo: may 
derive from peco (= to flow) is in direct agreement with the traditional 
theme associating Rhea with natural springs. 

In Methydrion, at a distance of one hundred and seventy slades from 
Megalopolis (Pausanias viii.35,5), where Orkhomenos built his city 
(viii.36,2), stood a temple of "Horse Poseidon". Here at Oros Thaumasion, 
Rhea deceived Kronos; for this reason a cave dedicated to her existed 
near the mountain-top, (Pausanias viii.36,3). 

A story recorded by both Pausanias (viii.8,2; viii.41,2) and Strabon 
(viii.3,22), not only lays the foundation for the hypothesis of a local 
Arkadian worship of Rhea, but draws a clear connection between that 
goddess and springs. It is possible that such a cult existed in the Plain of 
Asea, at the site of the HriYOtt. 

Pausanias (viii.44,3) records the existence of a temple dedicated to 
the "Mother of the Gods" (Mr|tp6<; ©ecov), toward (npoO the source of the 
Alpheios River. As he had visited the source of the Eurotas River first, 
we must assume that this temple was located at some point between the 
two sources, perhaps a little closer to that of the Alpheios. According to 









Pausanias the temple had no roof, and statues of lions stood on its 
grounds, a fact also recorded by Hesykhios in his Lexikon. 

It is probable that Pausanias came across a temple dedicated to 
Kybele. The comment he made on the lions points in that direction. The 
same site prior to the arrival of Kybele’s worship in Greece, is likely to 
have been dedicated to Rhea, not only because of her associations with 
this part of Greece but also given the frequent replacement of her cult by 
that of Kybele (Appolodoros iii.5,1; Strabon x.3,12-13; Stephanos of 
Byzantion s.v. MaoiocupoO. 

ii. Remains 

In 1868, a statue was discovered near the ruins of what might have 
been a hostel of the 18th century, in the immediate area of the so called 
Phrankovryso. The artifact portrayed a sitting female subject, the head 
being lost. On the lower part on what seems to be its base appeared the 
inscription: A T E M Q. The statue was transported and deposited at the 
National Archaeological Museum (Koumanoudhes, 1874: 480-485, pl.71A; 
Romaios, 1957: 163). 

In 1986, a second statue was discovered to the right of the modern 
As ea-Megalopolis road, by a crew of the public works department. 
Apparently the crew delayed the announcement of its discovery in an 
attempt to dispose of the artifact illegally. Local inhabitants, however, as 
well as an off-duty policeman, became aware of the event and the statue 
was carried to the museum at Tripolis by the archaeological authorities. 
The statue portrays a female subject in a sitting position; the head is 
missing. A published account of the artifact has not yet been produced. 

Romaios connected the ATEMQ inscription to known surnames of 
Artemis while suggesting that the statue in question is that of the Mother 
of the Gods. Romaios’ deduction is, of course, in aggreement with 
Pausanias’ report of a temple in the vicinity dedicated to the Mother of 
the Gods. Until a careful examination of the second statue is published 
we cannot deduce much on its place of origin for it may not have been 
found where it originally stood. 

Recent Bibliography: 

PRITCHETT, 1982: 62, n.80. 

JOST, 1985: 417, n.8. 
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7. 

Boreion Oros / Bopctov v Opoc; 


A. Testimonia 

i. Ancient 
Pausanias viii.44 

zou 8z otvo5o<; z\ 'A ozolc, zc> to opo<; to Bopaov tcaAoupevov, mi ini rr\ 
ocKpot too opoix; orpem zou\ Izpov- notrjoa 5 i to tcpov "ABnvoi: iz 
XcoTapa mi no ozidcovL 'Odvooza zAzyzio amKoptaQcvra z\ "iAiou 

"From Asca is an ascent up Mount Voreion and on the top of the 
mountain are traces of a sanctuary. It is said that the sanctuary was built 
in honour of Athena Soteira and Poseidon by Odysseus after his return 
from Troy." 

ii. Modern 

LORING, 1895: 33-4, identifies Mount Ayios Ilias as Voreion. 
HOLMBERG, 1941: identifies the same mountain as Voreion. 

ROMAIOS, 1911: 274 ff., places the site at the low pass of Vigla. 
ROMAIOS, 1957: 136, 143, where he introduces his theory of both 
temples being Asean, and both having been dedicated to Athena 
Soteira - notpaa 5 i to fcpov 'A0pva iz Xcorap pc ko d nooctSoovt 
"OSoaoca zhzyzio amicopto0£VTa; zt, v IAtov (Pausanias viii.44,4)1 
the older being that on the Vigla pass. 

PIKOULAS, 1988: 61, and note 170, contributes no new information, 
while he accepts the estimates of those who place Voreion Oros 
at the low pass of V'lgla . 

JOST, 1973: 253 identifies the temple on the top of mount Ayios Il'ias as 
that of Ylocvoc; (Pausanias 36.4,7). 

DRAK0POULOS, 1992: Ayios Ilias as Voreion Oros. 

For the Byzantine church built on the ancient temple of Voreion Oros see: 
Velissariou, 1981: 8-9. 





B. The Site 

i. Identification 

The topographical evaluation of the area has shown us that 
Pausanias’ Bopetov 'Opo^ was the mountain of Ayios I If as, directly 
above the modern village of Asea (formerly Kantreva), immediately to 
the North of the Asean akropolis. The Doric temple which rests on its 
summit (PI. 10.1) exactly corresponds to the words of Pausanias "em irj 
chcpot tou opcot; orpeTot cottv kpou". The mountain is approximately 
1100m high and is approachable from the South by climbing due North 
from ancient Asea. It is precisely as Pausanias described it, an "ocvoSoc, 
’Aoeaq". 

It is logical to assume that Pausanias was looking directly at Asea 
from the "Pegai" when he spoke of civoSo<; ’AoeotcThat alone can 
convince us that he was describing Or os Ayios I lias and not the low pass 
at V lgla which is certainly nowhere near an cxicpa lot) opou<;. Besides 
the fact that Oros Ayios Ilfas is the only mass of land situated directly to 
the North of the "Pegai" and so can justifiably be called Bopetov, when 
one pays attention to the folklore of the region the connection to 
Poseidon becomes more than apparent. In the Odysseia (xi 118 and xiii 
271) we read how Teireisias advises Odysseus to find a place where the 
sea is not known by carrying an oar on his shoulder to that region where 
the locals will call it a shovel, and there raise a temple to Poseidon. The 
story is similar to that of St. Elias, whose name the mountain bears today 
(PI. 10.2). Tradition, we know, calls Odysseus the founder of the 
Poseidon worship in Arkadia and especially in Manlineia. 

On the worship of Athena Soteira and of Poseidon in the immediate 
area (Pausanias viii.30,4 and viii.47,1) several things may be said. In the 
vicinity of Asea a tradition must have flourished which honoured 
Poseidon and Athena Soteira. We may also assume that all three temples, 
that of Vigla, that of Ayios Ilias and that of the Pigai, are part of the 
same tradition. The temple by the Alpheios-Eurotas source (Pegai) must 
have been of an older deity, more at home with the mountainous region, 
that of Gaia or Rhea. The goddess of the earth may have joined 
Poseidon in a common worship some time in the 6th or middle of the 5th 
century. The new name this deity might then have taken may be 
corollated to other instances such as Pausanias v.3,2 and viii.23,3, for 
transformations of Athena and Artemis respectively. 




As a final note we should mention the extraordinary similarity 
between two sites of religious importance in Arkadia: that of Oros 
Thaumasion on the Methydrion where Pausanias (viii.36.3) reports a Jtpo<; 
in Kopucprj too opoor ortnAoaov trie; 'Pec*;, and that of Voreion Oros / 
Ayios Mas in Asea where right below the temple and only a few meters 
from the remains of the peristyle of the naos, there exists a cave of small 
but well defined proportions, spacious enough perhaps to welcome 
offerings to a khthonian goddess. 

ii Remains 

The Doric temple CPU. 11.1-11.2) has an East-West orientation, its 
Western portion resting directly on the bed rock of the mountain. The 
stereobate consists of euthynteria and krepidoma. Of the krepidoma on 
the East side and South East corners only one step has been preserved, on 
the South side two, on the West and North sides three. Holmberg (1941) 
believed that the krepidoma had a fourth step. The rectangle formed by 
the euthynteria measures 15.23 x 32.45m. The temple must have been 
peripteral. According to Holmberg the type of connecting clamps used (T 
shape) indicates a date of some time before 350 B.C., while the four steps 
of the crepidoma suggest a date around 400 B.C. The form of a capital 
found and the termination of a discovered triglyph suggest 500 B.C. 
Marble parts of the temple may today be seen in the nearby villages and 
in the chapel of Ayios Yeoryios immediately below the temple. 


Pottery: Classical and Hellenistic. 





